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Date :6/27/2009 20:40

From : MrNOMURA ( nomura@dddd.ne.jp )
Cc :matsuzaka@dddd.ne.jp

Cc  :Mr.TARO SATO ( sato@dddd.ne.jp )
Title : DRINKING PARTY

GOOD EVENING. THIS IS NOMURA.

TOMORROW WE ARE GOING TO HAVE A MEETING IN
YOKOHAMA AT 7:00. 1 HAVE MADE A RESERVATION AT
A PUB NAMED “00-YA” LOCATED AT HIGASHI-GUCHI.

http://abcd.jp

abcd@mail.jp
045-1234-5678

WE WILL WAIT FOR 10 MINUTES AND THEN PROCEED
T0 THE PUB; IF YOU ARRIVE LATE PLEASE CONTACT
Mr_SATO OR Mr. TANAKA. (tanaka@dddd.ne.jp)

BY THE WAY, DAY AFTER TOMORROW «6/29" IS MY

WIFE'S BIRTHDAY. FIG. 8
ENAIL ADDRESS
DISPLAYED NAME TELEPHONE NUMBER
NO EMAIL ADDRESS
Mr. SATO 090-xxxx=1111
TARO SATO sato@dddd.ne.ip

090-xxxx~2222

hanako@dddd.ne.jp
HANAKD SATD | 090 xxx-3333

jiro@dddd.ne.jp
JIRO TANARR 1 09050cx-4444
nomura@dddd.ne.jp
Mr. NONURA 090-xxxx-5555
N tanaka@dddd.ne.jp
MA-KUN 090-xxxx-6666
WIFE yome@dddd.ne.jp

090-xxxx-7777

yamasaki@dddd.ne.jp
USER  (ME) 090-XXXX-XXXX F / G 9
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REFERENCE DATE _
AND TIME 6/21/2009 20:40

DATE AND TIME
REPRESENTATION

TIME ELEMENT

7:00, 6/29

TOMORROW, 10 MINUTES,
DAY AFTER TOMORROW

FIG. 70

HIGH| 6/27/2009 (REFERENCE DATE AND TIME)

6/29/2009 (DATE AND TIME REPRESENTATION)

6/28/2009 (REFERENCE DATE AND TIME + “TOMORROW")
6/29/2009 (REFERENCE DATE AND TIME + “DAY AFTER TOMORROI")
6/30/2009 (DATE AND TIME REPRESENTATION + “TOMORROW")
LOW | 7/1/2009 (DATE AND TIME REPRESENTATION + DAY AFTER TOMORROW)

FIG. 17

HIGH| 20:40 (REFERENCE DATE AND TIME)

7:00 (DATE AND TIME REPRESENTATION)

19:00 (DATE AND TIME REPRESENTATION)

20:50 (REFERENCE DATE AND TIME + 10 MINUTES”)

7:10 (DATE AND TIME REPRESENTATION + <10 MINUTES”)
LOW| 19:10 (DATE AND TIME REPRESENTATION + “10 MINUTES”)

FIG. 12
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PLACE NAME | YOKOHAMA, HIGASHI-GUCHI, 00-YA

PLACE ELEMENT | PUB

DRINKING PARTY, NOMURA, TOMORROW,
GENERAL 7:00, MEETING, RESERVATION, 10
vocABULARY | MINUTES, YOU, SATO, TANAKA, GONTACT,
DAY AFTER TOMORROW, 6/29, MY, WIFE,
BIRTHDAY...

FIG. 13

HIGH! YOKOHAMA, HIGASHI-GUCHI, 00-YA (PLACE NAME)
PUB (PLACE ELEMENT)
LOW | DRINKING PARTY, NOMURA...(GENERAL VOCABULARY)

FIG. 14
From/To/Cc nomura@dddd.ne.jp.
EXCLUDING SELF-EMAIL matsuzaka@dddd.ne.jp.
ADDRESS sato@dddd.ne.ip
EMAIL ADDRESS IN TEXT | abcd@mailjp. tanaka@dddd.ne.jp
TELEPHONE NUMBER IN TEXT 045-1234-5678
, NOMURA. YOKOHAMA. HIGASHI-GUCH I
PERSON'S NAME SATO. TANAKA
PERSON ELEMENT YOU. MY, WIFE
DRINKING PARTY, TOMORROW. 7:00,
NEETING, PUB, 00-YA RESERVATION.
GENERAL VOGABULARY 10 MINUTES. CONTACT. DAY AFTER
TOMORROW, 6/29, BIRTHDAY

FIG. 15
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nomura@dddd.ne.jp (FROM/T0/CC AND REGISTERED IN
ADDRESS BOOK)

sato@dddd.ne.jp (FROM/TO/CC AND REGISTERED IN
ADDRESS BOOK)

tanaka@dddd.ne.jp (EMAIL ADDRESS IN TEXT AND
REGISTERED IN ADDRESS BOOK)

matsuzaka@dddd.ne.jp (FROM/TO/CC AND UNREG!STERED
IN ADDRESS BOOK)

abcd@mail.jp (EMAIL ADDRESS IN TEXT AND UNREGISTERED
IN ADDRESS BOOK)

nomura@dddd.ne.jp (PERSON’S NAME (NOMURA) AND
REGISTERED IN ADDRESS BOOK)

090-xxxx-1111 (PERSON’S NAME (SATO) AND REGISTERED IN
ADDRESS BOOK)

sato@dddd.ne.jp (PERSON’S NAME (SATO) AND
REGISTERED [N ADDRESS BOOK)

hanako@dddd.ne.jp (PERSON’S NAME (SATO) AND
REGISTERED IN ADDRESS BOOK)

jiro@dddd.ne.jp (PERSON’S NAME (TANAKA) AND REGISTERED
IN ADDRESS BOOK)

yome@dddd.ne.jp (PERSON ELEMENT (WIFE) AND
REGISTERED IN ADDRESS BOOK)

045-1234-5678 (TELEPHONE NUMBER IN TEXT AND
UNREGISTERED IN ADDRESS BOOK)

YOKOHAMA, HIGASHI-GUCHI... (PERSON’S NAME AND
UNREGISTERED [N ADDRESS BOOK)

YOU, MY...(PERSON ELEMENT AND UNREGISTERED IN
ADDRESS BOOK)

LOW | DRINKING PARTY, TOMORROW... (GENERAL VOCABULARY)

IHIGH

FIG. 16
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DATA PROCESSING APPARATUS, INPUT
SUPPORTING METHOD, AND PROGRAM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a method of supporting
input of information by a user.

BACKGROUND ART

Japanese Patent document No. JP-A-2009-259144
describes a technology for extracting date and time infor-
mation and content information (including information on a
place, a subject, and a requirement) from a content of an
email, and for reflecting the extracted date and time infor-
mation and content information as a candidate for registra-
tion in a schedule. JP-A-2009-259144 also describes that
this technology allows a user to reduce input operations and
to register the schedule precisely and quickly.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, when information merely is extracted from a
content of an email, the information may be not useful.

Thus, an object of the present invention is to present
information that is likely to be input by a user as an input
candidate in a case of supporting user input.

A data processing apparatus according to an embodiment
of the present invention includes: a reference specifying unit
that specifies a reference date and time used when an input
candidate associated with a date and time is estimated, based
on data including a character string and date and time
information; a character string specifying unit that specifies
a character string associated with a date and time from the
character string included in the data; an estimating unit that
estimates an input candidate associated with a date and time
using the date and time specified by the reference specitying
unit and the character string specified by the character string
specifying unit; and a presenting unit that presents to a user
the input candidate estimated by the estimating unit.

In a preferred embodiment, the character string specifying
unit specifies a first character string that represents an
absolute or direct date and time and a second character string
that represents a relative or indirect date and time; and the
presenting unit presents an input candidate estimated using
the first character string prior to an input candidate estimated
using the second character string.

In another preferred embodiment, the estimating unit sets
the reference date and time to a first input candidate, and sets
a date and time that is a combination of the reference date
and time and the specified character string to a second input
candidate; and the presenting unit presents the first input
candidate prior to the second input candidate.

An input supporting method according to another
embodiment of the present invention, which method is
performed by a data processing apparatus and is character-
ized in: specifying a reference date and time used when an
input candidate associated with a date and time is deter-
mined, based on data including a character string and date
and time information; specifying a character string associ-
ated with a date and time from the character string included
in the data; estimating an input candidate associated with a
date and time using the specified date and time and the
specified character string; and presenting to a user the
estimated input candidate.

A program according to another embodiment of the
present invention, which program causes a computer to
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2

perform the steps of: specifying a reference date and time
used when an input candidate associated with a date and
time is determined, based on data including a character
string and date and time information; specifying a character
string associated with a date and time from the character
string included in the data; estimating an input candidate
associated with a date and time using the specified date and
time and the specified character string; and presenting to a
user the estimated input candidate.

According to the present invention, it is possible to
present information that is likely to be input by a user as an
input candidate in a case of supporting a user input.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
communication terminal.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of a data format
of a memorandum.

FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram showing a functional
configuration of an input support by a control unit.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a brief operation of an input
support.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing specifying processing
associated with a date and time.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing specifying processing
associated with a place.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing specifying processing
associated with a person.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of an email
received by the communication terminal.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an address book stored in the
communication terminal.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing character strings associated
with a date and time specified from the email exemplified in
FIG. 8.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing priorities of dates (day,
month, and year) included in the date and time exemplified
in FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing priorities of times included
in the date and time exemplified in FIG. 10.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing character strings associated
with a place specified from the email exemplified in FIG. 8.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing priorities of the character
strings exemplified in FIG. 13.

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing character strings associated
with a person specified from the email exemplified in FIG.
8

FIG. 16 is a diagram showing priorities of the character
strings exemplified in FIG. 15.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

10: Communication Terminal

100: Control Unit

110: Mail Acquiring Unit

120: Address Acquiring Unit

130: Date And Time Specifying Unit
131: Reference Specifying Unit

132: Character String Specifying Unit
133: Estimating Unit

140: Place Specifying Unit

150: Person Specifying Unit

160: Presenting Unit

200: Memory Unit
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300: Communication Unit
400: Display Unit
500: Input Unit

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[Embodiment]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
communication terminal that is an embodiment of the pres-
ent invention. As shown in FIG. 1, communication terminal
10 of the present embodiment includes control unit 100,
memory unit 200, communication unit 300, display unit 400,
and input unit 500. Communication terminal 10 is, for
example, a wireless communication terminal such as a
mobile phone and a smart phone; however, communication
terminal 10 is not limited to a device performing wireless
communications. Communication terminal 10 has at least
functions for voice communications (namely a telephone
call) and data communications. “Data communications” is
used here to refer to at least sending and receiving an email.

In the present embodiment, the email refers to an elec-
tronic message that is exchanged among communication
terminals according to a predetermined protocol such as a
Simple Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP) in conformity to
Request for Comments (RFC). The email may include in
addition to an email body, typical header information (Re-
ceived, Data, From, To, Cc, Bee, and Subject etc.). The
email may also include a separate file (attached file).

Control unit 100 corresponds to an example of the data
processing apparatus according to the present invention.
Control unit 100 includes an arithmetic processing unit such
as a Central Processing Unit (CPU), and a memory corre-
sponding to a main memory, and controls an operation of
various units of communication terminal 10 by executing a
program. In addition, control unit 100 has a clock function
(function for measuring time). Memory unit 200 includes a
memory means corresponding to an auxiliary storage, and
stores data used by control unit 100. The data stored in
memory unit 200 includes an email, address book, sending
and receiving history, incoming and outgoing history, and
dictionary. It is to be noted that a whole or a part of the
memory means included in memory unit 200 may be a
removable media (that is removable memory means).

In the present embodiment, each of the address book,
sending and receiving history, and incoming and outgoing
history is a set of data (data constellation) including address
information. The address information referred to here, is
data representing a candidate or history of a source of
communications (communication terminal on a side to start
communications) or a destination of communications (com-
munication terminal to be another side of the communica-
tions). The address information is data representing at least
one of a telephone number, email address, and name
assigned to that information for convenience. In the present
embodiment, the telephone number is a predetermined num-
ber of a numerical string used for a telephone call. The email
address is a character string used for sending and receiving
an email. The name is a character string used for represent-
ing a source or destination of communications such that a
user can recognize easily the source or destination. The
name is a person’s name, nickname, store name, or corporate
name etc.

The address book is data constellation recording address
information used by a user of communication terminal 10
for an outgoing call and sending an email. The address
information recorded in the address book can become a
candidate for a source or destination of communications.
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The sending and receiving history is data constellation in
which address information and a send time or receive time
are associated and recorded for each email sent from or
received at communication terminal 10 previously. The
incoming and outgoing history is data constellation in which
address information and an outgoing time or incoming time
are associated and recorded for each outgoing or incoming
call performed in communication terminal 10 previously.
The address information recorded in the sending and receiv-
ing history or incoming and outgoing history is a history in
which information on a source or destination of communi-
cations and information on a time are associated with each
other. It is to be noted that the sending and receiving history
(incoming and outgoing history) may be divided into a
sending history (outgoing history) and receiving history
(incoming history).

In the present embodiment, the dictionary is data constel-
lation including plural character strings. In the dictionary of
the present embodiment, the character strings with a prede-
termined attribute are corrected and classified according to
a given rule, such as a name dictionary and a dictionary of
geographical names. In the dictionary of the present embodi-
ment, character strings corresponding to a synonym or
quasi-synonym may be associated and recorded, such as in
a thesaurus. It is to be noted that a character string included
in the dictionary may be assigned or added by a user. Details
of the dictionary of the present embodiment are described
later.

Communication unit 300 is an interface for data commu-
nications and a telephone call between communication ter-
minal 10 and another communication terminal. Communi-
cation unit 300 sends or receives data via a predetermined
communication network such as the Internet and a mobile
communication network. However, communication unit 300
may send or receive data directly to or from another com-
munication terminal without use of the communication
network, depending on a type of an electronic message.
Display unit 400 includes a display means such as a liquid
crystal panel and driving means for driving the display
means, and displays an image. Input unit 500 receives an
operation (namely an input) performed by a user of com-
munication terminal 10, and supplies to control unit 100
operation information representing the received operation.
Input unit 500 may receive the user operation by a keypad
(keyboard), or may receive the user operation by a touch
sensor (touch screen) provided on the display means of
display unit 400.

The hardware configuration of communication terminal
10 is as described above. Under the configuration, commu-
nication terminal 10 performs data communications and a
telephone call with another communication terminal (not
shown). When a user starts a telephone call from the user’s
side that serves as a source of an outgoing call (source of
communications), the user can input directly a telephone
number of a destination of the outgoing call (destination of
communications), and can also select the telephone number
recorded in the address book or incoming and outgoing
history thereby reducing input operations. When communi-
cation terminal 10 makes an outgoing call to a destination of
the outgoing call having a predetermined telephone number,
communication terminal 10 records a telephone number and
an outgoing time to the incoming and outgoing history. On
the other hand, when communication terminal 10 receives
an incoming call from another communication terminal, and
a telephone number of a source of the call is recorded in the
address book, communication terminal 10 displays a name
assigned to the telephone number on display unit 400 to
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enable a user to recognize with ease the source (who or
where) of the call. In addition, when communication termi-
nal 10 receives an incoming call from a source of an
outgoing call having a predetermined telephone number,
communication terminal 10 records a telephone number and
incoming time to the incoming and outgoing history.

Also, communication terminal 10 can send or receive an
email in data communications. When communication ter-
minal 10 sends an email, communication terminal 10 dis-
plays a screen for generating the email on display unit 400,
and receives an input such as characters by a user. At this
time the user directly can input an email address of a
destination (destination of communications), and can also
select the email address recorded in the address book or
sending and receiving history thereby reducing input opera-
tions. On the other hand, when communication terminal 10
receives an email, and an email address of a source of
sending (source of communications) is recorded in the
address book, communication terminal 10 may display a
name assigned to the email address on display unit 400.
Also, when communication terminal 10 sends or receives an
email, communication terminal 10 records an email address
and send time or receive time to the sending and receiving
history as in the case of the telephone call.

Further, when communication terminal 10 receives an
email, communication terminal 10 can generate a document
based on a content of the received email. “Document”
referred to here, may be data constellation associated with a
specific application (for example a scheduler), or may be
data constellation without limitation of a use or application.
The document generated based on the received email is
referred to as a “memorandum” in the following description.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of a data format
of the memorandum in the present embodiment. As shown
in FIG. 2, the memorandum of the present embodiment
includes four types of items “when,” “where,” “who,” and
“what.” The item “when” with an attribute associated with
a date and time referred to here, is an item in which a date
and time or only time is input. The “date and time” and
“time” referred to here, can include in addition to a concrete
date and time, information such as “two hours later” and
“tomorrow.” The item “when” can be used for in addition to
a time of a schedule in a scheduler, a time at which an alarm
is rung. The item “where” with an attribute associated with
a place is an item in which a name of a place is input. The
item “who” with an attribute associated with a person is an
item in which a name of a person etc. is input. The “person”
referred to here, can include both of a natural person and a
juridical person. The item “what” without a particular attri-
bute (hereinafter, referred to as “no attribute™) is an item in
which information not corresponding to any attribute
described above or information whose attribute is unknown
or indefinite, is input.

By using such a memorandum, the user can input infor-
mation such as “when, where, who (or with whom/whom),
what 1 do.” It is to be noted that in the memorandum
information does not have to be input in all items. Informa-
tion may be described only in a part of the items, for
example, items “when and where” or “with whom and what
1 do.”

Communication terminal 10 supports an input performed
by a user when the user generates such a memorandum. At
this time, communication terminal 10 analyses a received
email, and classifies character strings included in the email
based on the foregoing attribute, and presents a character
string that satisfies a predetermined condition of the char-
acter strings as an input candidate of each item of the
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memorandum. That is, the input candidate is a character
string that is likely to correspond to a certain item. The
character string referred to here, is a single character or a set
of plural characters. The character refers to a code that is
represented by a predetermined character code. The charac-
ter can include in addition to a general character (Chinese
character, alphabet etc.), a number, and a symbol.

FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram showing the func-
tional configuration regarding an input support by control
unit 100. Control unit 100 implements functions correspond-
ing to mail acquiring unit 110, address acquiring unit 120,
date and time specitying unit 130, place specifying unit 140,
person specifying unit 150 and presenting unit 160 shown in
FIG. 2 by executing a program. These functions may be
implemented as a part of a function of an Operating System
(OS), or may be implemented as a function of a dedicated
application.

Mail acquiring unit 110 acquires data to be analyzed
(namely an email) via communication unit 300 or memory
unit 200. Mail acquiring unit 110 may acquire a single email
(for example, an email with the latest receive time) to be
analyzed, or may acquire plural emails to be analyzed. In the
latter case, mail acquiring unit 110 retrieves and acquires an
email recorded in memory unit 200.

Address acquiring unit 120 acquires at least one of a data
constellation including address information (an address
book, sending and receiving history and incoming and
outgoing history). In the present embodiment, address
acquiring unit 120 acquires only the address book. The
address book is used when an input candidate associated
with a person is presented. In other words, the address book
is data not required when input candidates associated with a
date and time and place are presented.

Date and time specifying unit 130 specifies a character
string associated with a date and time based on the email
acquired by mail acquiring unit 110. In more detail, date and
time specifying unit 130 includes reference specifying unit
131, character string specifying unit 132, and estimating unit
133.

Reference specifying unit 131 specifies a reference date
and time used when an input candidate associated with a
date and time is specified. The reference date and time is, for
example, either a send time or a receive time of en email. In
this case, the send time or receive time is an example of the
date and time information according to the present inven-
tion. The reference date and time may also be a generated
time (date and time at which a screen for generating a
memorandum is displayed) or edited time (date and time at
which a screen for changing a content of the generated
memorandum is displayed) of the memorandum. “Date and
time at which a screen is displayed” referred to here, may be
a time from which the screen is started to be displayed, or
may be a time at which the displayed screen is hidden. That
is, the “date and time at which a screen is displayed” may be
any period of time in which the screen is displayed. The
generated time and edited time also correspond to an
example of the date and time information according to the
present invention.

Character string specifying unit 132 specifies a character
string associated with a date and time based on the email
acquired by mail acquiring unit 110. Estimating unit 133
estimates an input candidate associated with a date and time
using the reference date and time specified by reference
specifying unit 131 and the character string specified by
character string specifying unit 132.

Place specifying unit 140 specifies a character string
associated with a place based on the email acquired by mail
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acquiring unit 110. Person specifying unit 150 specifies a
character string associated with a person based on the email
acquired by mail acquiring unit 110. Presenting unit 160
presents to a user the character string specified by date and
time specifying unit 130, place specifying unit 140 or person
specifying unit 150 as an input candidate of an item corre-
sponding to each attribute of the memorandum.

Presenting unit 160 preferably presents a character string
satisfying a predetermined condition prior to another char-
acter string, instead of presenting all specified character
strings. A state in which a character string satisfies a prede-
termined condition referred to here, is a state in which the
character string has a priority, which is described later, that
is higher than a priority of another character string. It is to
be noted that when presenting unit 16 presents an input
candidate associated with a person, presenting unit 160
determines referring of the data constellation acquired by
address acquiring unit 120 on a priority based on a degree of
coincidence between the specified character string and the
data constellation.

The presentation referred to here, is showing of informa-
tion such that a user can recognize. In the present embodi-
ment, the presentation indicates a display (visually present)
of a character string. Therefore, in the present embodiment,
display unit 400 corresponds to a presenting means. A
method of presenting an input candidate includes the first
method of displaying an input candidate in an item in
advance (without a direct input by a user), and the second
method of displaying plural input candidates as a whole or
a part of an option of an item. Communication terminal 10
employs either of the methods as appropriate. In the first
method, when the input candidate is not a character string
desired by a user, the user deletes the character string, and
performs an operation to input another character string. It is
to be noted that presenting unit 114 preferably employs the
second method when there are plural input candidates.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a brief operation of an input
support of communication terminal 10. As shown in FIG. 4,
control unit 100 of communication terminal 10 firstly
acquires a received email (step S1). Then, control unit 100
detects an instruction to generate a memorandum at an
appropriate time (step S2). This instruction may be provided
by a user operation, or may be generated by communication
terminal 10 at a time at which communication terminal 10
receives the email.

It is to be noted that processing in step S1 may be
executed after processing in step S2 is carried out. Namely,
control unit 100 retrieves and acquires the email stored in
memory unit 200 and specifies a character string after
control unit 100 receives the instruction to generate the
memorandum. However, when there are plural emails to be
analyzed, it is preferable that control unit 100 executes
processing in step S1 and S2 in advance at an idle time.

Upon detecting the instruction to generate the memoran-
dum, control unit 100 specifies a character string associated
with each attribute of the memorandum (step S3). This
processing refers to “specifying processing” in the following
description. The specifying processing includes four kinds
of processing for specifying character strings associated
with the respective attributes “date and time,” “place,”
“person,” and “no attribute.” These processings are executed
alternatively or in parallel. It is to be noted that in the
processing for specifying a character string with no attribute,
all character strings associated with three types of the
attributes (“date and time,” “place,” “person”) other than
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“no attribute” may be specified, or a character string other
than a character string associated with the three types of the
attributes may be specified.

Subsequently, control unit 100 determines whether there
is a character string appropriate for an input candidate for
each attribute of a memorandum (step S4). When there is an
appropriate input candidate, the candidate is presented for
each attribute by control unit 100 (step S5). Meanwhile,
when there is no appropriate input candidate, no candidate
is presented (step S6).

FIGS. 5 to 7 are flowcharts showing the specifying
processing. FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing processing for
specifying a character string associated with a date and time,
which processing is included in the specifying processing. In
the processing, control unit 100 specifies a reference date
and time (step Sal), and then specifies a character string
associated with a date and time from a body and subject of
the email (step Sa2, Sa3). It is to be noted that the body and
subject of the email are collectively referred to as “text” in
the following description. When the email includes an
attached file, control unit 100 may also specify the character
string from the attached file.

In the present embodiment, the character string associated
with the date and time is divided into two types of character
strings “date and time representation” and “time element.”
The date and time representation referred to here, is a
character string representing a direct date and time. For
example, the date and time representation is a character
string representing a date and time as a concrete numerical
value such as character strings “March 10th,” and “21:15.”
In contrast, the time element is a character string represent-
ing an indirect date and time. For example, the time element
is a character string such that a concrete date and time is
specified by a reference date and time, such as character
strings “next day,” and “two hours before.” The meaning of
the character string “next day” is changeable depending on
a reference date, for example, the day after “March 10th” is
“March 11th,” and the day after “March 11th” is “March
12th.” In that sense, the time element may also be a character
string representing a length of time relative to the reference
date and time. In contrast, since the date and time represen-
tation represents a concrete date and time, the date and time
representation may also be a character string representing a
date and time without a limitation of any other information
(namely absolutely). Thus, the date and time representation
is an example of the first character string according to the
present invention, and the time element is an example of the
second character string according to the present invention.

Control unit 100 specifies the date and time representation
in step Sa2, and specifies the time element in step Sa3.
Control unit 100 uses a known morphological analysis for
specifying the date and time representation. It is to be noted
that when the date and time representation represents only a
day and a month, and a year cannot be specified, control unit
100 substitutes a year of the reference date and time. In
addition, control unit 100 uses a dictionary describing time
elements (a dictionary of time elements) when control unit
100 specifies the time element. Namely, at this time control
unit 100 deems a character string consistent with a character
string included in the dictionary of time elements to be a
time element, which character string is included in a char-
acter string contained in the text of the email.

Upon specifying the reference date and time, date and
time representation and time element, control unit 100
specifies a date and time that is a combination of the
reference date and time and the time element, and a date and
time that is a combination of the date and time representation
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and the time element (step Sa4). For example, when the date
and time representation is “March 10, (2010)” and the time
element is “next day,” the date and time “March 11, (2010)”
is specified here.

Control unit 100 assigns a priority to the date and time
specified in this step. Specifically, control unit 100 assigns
the priority in an order described below:

(1) The reference date and time

(2) The date and time representation

(3) The combination of the reference date and time and the
time element

(4) The combination of the date and time representation and
the time element.

In this example, (1) has the highest priority, (4) has the

lowest priority. It is to be noted that when plural date and

time representations or time elements are included in the

text, priorities may be determined in a predetermined appro-

priate order (order starting from beginning of data, or an

ascending-order or descending-order of the numerical value

etc.). Control unit 100 determines an order to present the

input candidate using a priority assigned in this manner.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing processing for specifying a
character string associated with a place, which processing is
included in the specifying processing. In the processing,
control unit 100 specifies character strings “place name,”
“place element,” and “general vocabulary” from the text of
the email (step Sb1, Sb2, Sb3). The place name referred to
here, is a noun representing a particular place, for example,
a name of a district or a local public body (a city, ward, town
or village), a geographical name (Mt. Fuji etc.), a name of
a station or airport, a name of a company or facility (a store,
a public facility etc.) or a name of a well-known landmark
or meeting place. In contrast, the place element is a noun
representing a place, and represents the place in a more
abstract or general manner than the place name. The place
element is a character string such as a “bar,” “restaurant,”
and “in front of the station.” The general vocabulary is a
character string other than the place name and place element
of a character string included in the text. Dedicated diction-
aries (a dictionary of geographical names, and a dictionary
of place elements) are used for specifying the place name
and place element, respectively. In other words, a character
string associated with a place is determined as to whether it
belongs to the place name or a place element depending on
the character strings registered (described) in the dictionary
of geographical names, and the dictionary of place elements.

Control unit 100 assigns a priority to the character string
specified in this step. Specifically, control unit 100 assigns
the priority in an order described below:

(1) The place name

(2) The place element

(3) The general vocabulary

In this example, (1) has the highest priority, (3) has the
lowest priority. It is to be noted that when plural place names
or place elements are included in the text, priorities may be
determined in a predetermined appropriate order.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a processing for specifying
a character string associated with a person, which processing
is included in the specifying processing. In this processing,
control unit 100 specifies an email address described in the
fields “From,” “To” and “Cc (including Bcec)” of the header
information of the email (step Scl). However, when the
email address assigned to the self-terminal is included in the
email address to be specified, the email address is excluded
from the email address to be specified. In other words, in
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step Scl an email address other than the user’s own email

address is specified from the email addresses of an email

sent or received by users.

Next, control unit 100 specifies an email address or a
telephone number included in the text (step Sc2). Known
methods are used for specifying the email address or a
telephone number. For example, when the symbol “@” is
included in the text, and at least a predetermined number of
an alphanumeric character is located before or after the
symbol, this alphanumeric character may be deemed to be an
email address.

Sequentially, control unit 100 specifies character strings
“person’s name,” “person element,” and “general vocabu-
lary,” included in the text, respectively (step Sc3, Scd, Sc5).
The person’s name referred to here, is a noun representing
a person, for example a family name or a first name, or a
name of a celebrity (including a stage name and nickname)
etc. In contrast, the person element is a character string other
than the person’s name described above of a noun associated
with a person, for example, a personal pronoun. For
example, the person element is a character string such as “I,”
“she,” “husband,” “wife,” and “parent.” The general
vocabulary is a character string other than the person’s name
and person element of a character string included in the text.
The “general vocabulary” in a character string associated
with a person is conceptually similar to the “general vocabu-
lary” in a character string associated with a place; however,
the two have different contents in actuality. Dedicated dic-
tionaries (a name dictionary and a dictionary of person
elements) are used for specifying the person’s name and a
person element, respectively. In other words, a character
string associated with a person is determined as to whether
it belongs to the person’s name or a person element, depend-
ing on the character strings registered (described) in the
name dictionary and the dictionary of person elements.

Control unit 100 assigns a priority to the character string
specified in this step. Specifically, control unit 100 assigns
the priority referring address information in the address
book in an order described below:

(1) An email address that is included in the fields “From/
To/Cc” and that is registered in the address book

(2) An email address that is included in the text and that is
registered in the address book

(3) An email address that is included in the fields “From/
To/Cc” and that is not registered in the address book

(4) An email address that is included in the text and that is
not registered in the address book

(5) An email address (or a telephone number) in a case
where the email address (or a telephone number) corre-
sponds to a person’s name included in the text, and is
registered in the address book

(6) An email address (or a telephone number) in a case
where the email address (or a telephone number) corre-
sponds to a person element included in the text, and is
registered in the address book

(7) A telephone number included in the text in a case where
the telephone number or a corresponding email address
does not correspond to the foregoing (1) to (6)

(8) A person’s name in a case where the person’s name is
included in the text, and an email address (or a telephone
number) corresponding to the person’s name is not reg-
istered in the address book

(9) A person element in a case where the person element is
included in the text, and an email address (or telephone
number) corresponding to the person element is not
registered in the address book
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(10) The general vocabulary

In this example, (1) has the highest priority, (10) has the
lowest priority. In this example, an email address is pre-
sented prior to a telephone number and a name. It is to be
noted that when plural person’s names and person elements
are included in the text, priorities may be determined in a
predetermined appropriate order. In addition, when the per-
son’s name or a person element is compared with the name
in the address book, either the family name or the first name
may be used, or they may be compared without regard to a
title such as “Mr.” and “Ms.”

FIGS. 8 to 16 are diagrams explaining an example of an
operation. FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of an
email received by communication terminal 10 of a user, and
FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an address book stored in
communication terminal 10. It is to be noted that in this
example an email address of the user is
“yamasaki@dddd.ne.jp” and a telephone number of the user
is “090-xxxXX-XXXX.”

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing character strings associated
with a date and time, which character strings are included in
character strings specified in the email exemplified in FIG.
8. FIG. 11 is a diagram showing priorities of dates (day,
month, and year) included in the date and time, FIG. 12 is
a diagram showing priorities of times included in the date
and time. It is to be noted that in FIG. 11 the character string
“6/29/2009 (Jun. 29, 2009)” represents a date of the second
date and time representation, and also represents a date that
is an addition of the fourth reference time and “day after
tomorrow (namely two days after).” When such duplication
is raised, control unit 100 performs processing in which a
character string with the highest priority of the duplicated
character strings is left, and a character string other than the
character string that is left (the fourth character string in
FIG. 11) is excluded. In this case, the character string
“6/30/2009 (Jun. 30, 2009)” will have the fourth highest
priority.

In addition, when the specified time cannot be specified as
either a.m. or p.m., control unit 100 specifies both a.m. and
p-m. time. For example, control unit 100 determines for the
date and time representation “7:00” that both times “7:00
(7:00 a.m.)” and “19:00 (7:00 p.m.)” can be represented, and
therefore specifies both times. It is to be noted that in the
example of FIG. 12 a priority of the a.m. time is higher than
a priority of the p.m. time; however, either time may have a
priority higher than a priority of another time.

Control unit 100 presents as an input candidate a prede-
termined number of a character string with a priority higher
than a priority of another character string, which character
string is included in the character strings to which the
priorities are assigned in this manner. Therefore, when the
predetermined number of the character string is specified in
an order of priority, control unit 100 may terminate the
specifying processing without specifying a character string
other than the specified character string. For example, in
FIG. 11 all character strings associated with a date and time
are presented for convenience of explanation; however,
when three input candidates are presented, control unit 100
may omit processing to specify character strings on and after
the fourth character string. This manner allows control unit
100 to reduce a consumption of a resource.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing character strings associated
with a place of character strings specified in the email
exemplified in FIG. 8. FIG. 14 is a diagram showing
priorities of the character strings shown in FIG. 13. It is to
be noted that in this example, for character strings “Yoko-
hama,” and “Higashi-guchi,” a character string with a pri-
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ority higher than a priority of the other character string may
be appropriately determined as described above.

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing character strings associated
with a person, which character strings are included in
character strings specified in the email exemplified in FIG.
8. FIG. 16 is a diagram showing priorities of the character
strings shown in FIG. 15. In this example, the character
string “nomura@dddd.ne.jp” has the highest priority and
also has the sixth priority. In addition, the character string
“sato@dddd.ne jp” has the second priority and eighth pri-
ority, accordingly this character string is duplicated. In this
case, control unit 100 may exclude either the duplicated
character strings, and may move up the priorities of the
subsequent character strings.

It is to be noted that FIG. 16 shows the example in which
an email address of address information is presented prior to
another information. However, control unit 100 may present
a telephone number or a name of the address information
prior to the email address. For example, in the example
shown in FIG. 16 control unit 100 may present as the input
candidate the character string such as “Mr. Nomura,” “090-
XxXxx-5555” as a substitute for the character string
“nomura@dddd.ne.jp” (refer to FIG. 9).

As described above, according to communication termi-
nal 10 of the present embodiment, it is possible to display as
an input candidate a character string that is likely to have a
higher association with a content of an email prior to another
character string by combining character strings that have a
predetermined attribute and that are included in the email,
and using the character strings to which priorities are
assigned. Therefore, according to communication terminal
10, it can be expected to allow a user to input a character
string that is likely to be input by a simpler operation.

[Modification]

The foregoing embodiment and example of the operation
are only one example of the present invention. In the present
invention, the foregoing embodiment or example of the
operation may be carried out in an embodiment to which the
following modification is applied. It is to be noted that the
following modified examples may be carried out by being
combined with each other as necessary.

(Modification 1)

The foregoing email is one example of the electric mes-
sage according to the present invention. The electric mes-
sage referred to here, is an electronic message that is
exchanged between communication terminals. In the present
invention, another electric message may be used as a sub-
stitute for the foregoing email. “Another electric message”
referred to here is, for example, data sent or received in a
Short Message Service (SMS). One of the differences
between the email and the SMS is a difference as to whether
the address information used for sending or receiving data is
an email address or a telephone number. In addition, in the
present invention, plural types of electric messages may be
used for presenting an input candidate.

It is to be noted that the electric message according to the
present invention does not have to be data that includes a
send time or receive time. It is sufficient that the electric
message is data associated with the send time or receive
time. For example, if a communication terminal records the
time at which an electric message is sent or received, and
stores the time associated with the electric message, the time
may be used for the send time or receive time of the electric
message.

Further, in the present invention, data used for presenting
an input candidate is not limited to an electric message, and
also is not limited to data sent or received. The data used for
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presenting an input candidate may be any data if the data
includes date and time information for specifying a refer-
ence date and time, and a character string associated with a
date and time (other than the date and time information). It
is to be noted that if data that is not sent or received is used,
a generated time or edited time may be used for the date and
time information, for example.

(Modification 2)

The present invention can be applied in a case where a
memorandum is generated based on a sent electric message
instead of a received electric message. In addition, in the
present invention, an input candidate may be presented
using a sending and receiving history or incoming and
outgoing history, or using the address book and the sending
and receiving history or incoming and outgoing history
together, instead of using the foregoing address book. In this
case, priorities of character strings may be determined such
that a character string included in the address book has a
priority higher than a priority of a character string included
in the sending and receiving history or incoming and out-
going history, or a character string included in both the
address book and the sending and receiving history or
incoming and outgoing history has a priority higher than a
priority of another character string.

(Modification 3)

The present invention may be also understood as a data
processing apparatus including; a memory unit that stores
address information that is a candidate or history of a source
or destination of communications; specifying unit that speci-
fies a character string with a predetermined attribute from an
electric message; and presenting unit that presents as an
input candidate a character string or address information
associated with the predetermined attribute when the speci-
fied character string is included in the stored address infor-
mation, or a communication terminal including the data
processing apparatus. According to the data processing
apparatus or a communication terminal, it is possible to
present as an input candidate a character string associated
with a person who is likely to have an association with the
user of the communication terminal prior to another char-
acter string by using data stored in a memory unit such as an
address book.

(Modification 4)

The functions shown in FIG. 3 may be implemented by a
cooperation of plural programs. For example, in the func-
tions shown in FIG. 3, date and time specifying unit 130,
place specifying unit 140, and person specitying unit 150
may correspond to different programs, respectively. In addi-
tion, in the present invention, all character strings associated
with a date and time, place, and person do not have to be
presented. It is sufficient that just one of the character strings
is presented as an input candidate.

(Modification 5)

The present invention may be understood not only as the
data processing device and the communication terminal
including the data processing device, but also as an input
supporting method performed in the data processing appa-
ratus or communication terminal. In addition, the present
invention may be understood as a program that causes a
computer to implement the functions (or a part of the
function) shown in FIG. 3. This program may be provided
in the state of being stored in a recording medium such as an
optical disk, or may be provided by being downloaded to a
computer via a network such as the Internet, and being
installed to the computer to make the program available.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A data processing apparatus including at least one
computer processor, comprising:

a reference specifying unit that specifies a reference date

5 and time used when an input candidate, which is a set
of character strings, associated with a date and time is
estimated, based on data including a character string
and date and time information;

a character string specifying unit that specifies a character
string associated with a date and time from the char-
acter string included in the data;

an estimating unit that estimates an input candidate asso-
ciated with a date and time using the date and time
specified by the reference specifying unit and the
character string specified by the character string speci-
fying unit; and

a presenting unit that displays input candidates to be
selected by a user, the input candidates are estimated by

20 the estimating unit,

wherein:

the character string specifying unit specifies a first char-
acter string that represents an absolute or direct date
and time and a second character string that represents

25 a relative or indirect date and time;

the presenting unit presents a first input candidate esti-
mated using the first character string and a second input
candidate estimated using the second character string
such that the first input candidate estimated is selected
30 prior to the second input candidate the presenting unit
presents the first input candidate prior to the second
input candidate, the presenting unit presents the first
input candidate prior to the second input candidate; and
the estimating unit sets the reference date and time to the

35 first input candidate, and sets a date and time that is a

combination of the reference date and time and the
specified character string to the second input candidate.

2. The data processing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein a number of input candidate presented by the

40 presenting unit is restricted to a predetermined amount.

3. An input supporting method performed by a data
processing apparatus, the method comprising:

specifying a reference date and time used when an input

candidate, which is a set of character strings, associated

10

15

45 with a date and time is determined, based on data
including a character string and date and time infor-
mation;

specifying a character string associated with a date and
time from the character string included in the data;

50  estimating an input candidate associated with a date and
time using the specified date and time and the specified
character string;

presenting estimated input candidates to a user for selec-
tion by the user; specifying a first character string that

55 represents an absolute or direct date and time and a
second character string that represents a relative or
indirect date and time; and

presenting a first input candidate estimated using the first
character string and a second input candidate estimated

60 using the second character string such that the first
input candidate estimated is selected prior to the second
input candidate, the first input candidate presented prior
to the second input candidate; and

setting the reference date and time to the first input

65 candidate, and setting a date and time that is a combi-
nation of the reference date and time and the specified
character string to the second input candidate.
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4. The input supporting method according to claim 3,
wherein a number of input candidate presented is restricted
to a predetermined amount.

5. A computer program embodied in a non-transitory
computer-readable medium for causing a computer to per-
form the steps of:

specifying a reference date and time used when an input

candidate, which is a set of character strings, associated
with a date and time is determined, based on data that

includes a character string and date and time informa- 1o

tion;

specifying a character string associated with a date and
time from the character string included in the data;

estimating an input candidate associated with a date and
time using the specified date and time and the specified
character string;

presenting estimated input candidates to a user for selec-
tion by the user; specifying a first character string that
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represents an absolute or direct date and time and a
second character string that represents a relative or
indirect date and time; and
presenting a first input candidate estimated using the first
character string and a second input candidate estimated
using the second character string such that the first
input candidate estimated is selected prior to the second
input candidate, the first input candidate presented prior
to the second input candidate; and
setting the reference date and time to the first input
candidate, and setting a date and time that is a combi-
nation of the reference date and time and the specified
character string to the second input candidate.
6. The computer program according to claim 5, wherein
a number of input candidate presented is restricted to a
predetermined amount.
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